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Not a Dog. Not a Cat.
Stable Fixation in a Rabbit Forelimb Fracture

by Prof. Dr. Bjorn Meij (Utrecht University, Netherlands)

Case Presentation
A rabbit was presented to Prof. Dr. Bjérn Meij and the orthopedic team at Utrecht University with a complete,
displaced fracture of the radius and ulna.

Clinical Challenge

Forelimb fractures in rabbits are particularly challenging due to the small size of the bones and minimal soft tissue
coverage. The surgical priority was to achieve stable fixation while minimizing implant prominence beneath the skin
to avoid postoperative complications.
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Approach and Fixation

Using a standard dorsal approach, the fracture was reduced while carefully preserving the local blood supply. For
stabilization, Prof. Dr. Bjorn Meij selected a LeiLOX 1.5 mm titanium locking plate.

In very small patients, conventional plating relies on friction between the plate and bone, which can be difficult
to achieve reliably in the thin-walled rabbit radius. The LeilLOX locking system provides fixed-angle stability, main-
taining alignment without requiring excessive compression against the bone. This is particularly advantageous in
fragile species where every millimeter of bone stock matters.

Recovery and OQutcome

The plate was secured to the radial shaft, providing stable fixation of the radius and indirect stabilization of the ulna.
Postoperative radiographs confirmed restored alignment and precise screw placement, allowing the patient to
return to early partial weight-bearing during the recovery phase. Thanks to the low-profile design of the system,
implant prominence was kept to a minimum, which is critical for successful healing in small exotic species.

This case demonstrates that the LeiLOX system offers a reliable solution beyond canine and feline patients, providing
the precision and stability required for the complex anatomy of smaller exotic animals.
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Surgery by: Prof. Dr. Bjorn Meij (Utrecht University), Netherlands
Implant Used: 1.5 mm LeiLOX Micro Titanium Locking Plate
Manufacturer: Rita Leibinger Medical
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